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Minutes of the March Executive Committee Meeting
held on Tuesday 3rd Mrch at the Sir John Bayley Club at 7.30pm
1  Chairman’s remarks to open the meeting
Good evening. Welcome to the March Executive Meeting and a new Chairman! My first meeting but looking forward to it. Most of you will know me but if you don’t I’m Chris. I’ve been bowling in the league for 35 years. At 11 years old I started at Teletecs following my father. Once that closed down I went to Bowring, then Abbey and now at Allscott Heath where I’ve been for 13 years. I’ve been Chairman there the last 3 years and I’m vice-chairman at the sports club. So I do have experience as being chairman. Thoroughly looking forward to the role though. We have a fantastic committee and grateful for all their work and look forward to working with them as well as you. We have an amazing league and hope to continue the work done by the previous chairmen and committee. Hoping for better weather now as the season is nearly here!
2  Apologies 
There were apologies from the General Secretary Malcolm Fletcher, Yvonne Kendall (Allscott Heath), Guy Lewis (Horsehay), Gary Middleton (Meole Brace), Bob Mumford (Much Wenlock) & Richard Green (Highley).
3  Minutes of the December Management meeting
The minutes were accepted as a true record proposed by St Georges and seconded by Wrockwardine Wood.
4  Matters arising
There were no matters arising.
5  General Secretary’s report 
   Apologies for not being in attendance for such an important meeting – a long held narrow gauge dream has got in the way!
   I’m very disappointed that 2 member clubs have left the League – I do hope both Worfield and Highley find a way back, just like Stockton.
   But there’s lots of applications from new teams up for approval tonight so it is far from being all bad news.
   Another positive is that there has been a volunteer to succeed Colin Rudrum as chair of out unofficial disciplinary committee. And it’s none other than respected former chairman Sean Round!
   There’s also good news from our Senior Merit sponsor with an improved deal and I am delighted that Charlton have accepted an apology and course of action from Donnington Wood following a behaviour issue last year.
   The date of the presentation dinner back at The Shropshire is booked for Saturday 21st November and a menu agreed. Tickets are likely to cost £28 for adults. And club delegates will have to be on ball at and following the July executive meeting because we ALL need to be a bit more organised this year. But all clubs will, as per league rules, be charged for 2 places this year so all of them are guaranteed representation on the big night.
  Before then, in mid-March, I will need to complete a report on progress on the BCGBA’s 5-year development plan for Pauline Wilson. A number of clubs have already been in touch to let me know what they have done, especially regarding their constitutions so that is a decent start. 
   Latest new secretary is at Donnington Wood and is Natasha Hart. The Club Contacts on the website will be updated as soon as possible after I get back home on March 14.
Until then I wish you all well. 

6  Correspondence 
RECEIVED 26th February from Doug Russell, secretary of Worfield:
Malcolm - Unfortunately we are unable to field team for 2026 and give notice to withdraw from the League. All being well we will apply to enter 2027.
We thank you and your committee for your support over the years.
RECEIVED 25th February from Richard Green, secretary of Highley:
This is to notify you that Highley will be not be entering a team in this season’s League due to not having enough players to make it viable. I personally am not happy about it but have to do as instructed. Best Regards, Richard Green
RECEIVED 16th February from Rob Burroughs, 
Hi Malcolm. Firstly I would just like to thank the League for its support of the Shropshire Champion of Champions last season.
This year we are expanding to be able to include more leagues and competitions going forward. There will be a Juniors, Ladies and Veterans competition in addition to the main competition on Sunday 11th October at a two green venue. 
The main difference for this year is that leagues have to nominate someone who has won their Merit or League Averages or another competition to be in the main competition. If you can’t nominate a winner then you are not able to enter anyone. We want to make sure this is a proper Champion of Champions event with 32 winners in it.  
However, for the other competitions (ladies, veterans & juniors) leagues don’t have to nominate a winner to be able to enter those as the winner of this competition will go in the main competition, meaning the main competition will be still be made up of 32 winners.  
The main competition will take place on Sunday 18th October at Bicton at 10 a.m.The entrance fee for leagues is £20 this year not £25. 
If you enter any additional competitions then you will be charged £10 on top. As you run a Junior, Ladies and Over 60s Competition, your league will be in the Main, Juniors, Ladies & Veterans Champion of Champions meaning it will cost £50 in total. 
Please could you let us know by the 1st April if you wish to take part in one or both competitions. Please also let me know if you have any questions.
Kind regards, Rob Burroughs & Jamie King - Shropshire Champion of Champion Organisers
RECEIVED 5th February from Steve Anyon of Newport:
Dear all - Several months ago I advised Newport's Management Committee that due to personal and health issues it was my intention to stand down at the 2026 AGM.
Having accepted this, and repeatedly asked for someone to succeed me, at the AGM no one has agreed to take on the role and as such, the position remains vacant.
This email address was set up so that any and all correspondence relating to bowling would come to one central point. Anyone taking over the role would not need a new email address and would have all historic emails and returns etc readily accessible.
However, it is not possible to run the club, with this position vacant, so I have reluctantly agreed to monitor this email and pass on correspondence etc to the Management Committee for actioning.
There may therefore be delays in responding, or completing the usual pre season paperwork and I would ask for your forbearance where applicable.
Finally I would like to thank you all for your help assistance and advice over the past nine years, and wish you all a successful 2026 season of bowling and events.
Kind regards, Steve Anyon
RECEIVED 30th January from Steve Watton of Hamiltons (Tetenhall):
Malcolm - You will recall my response to your email (asking Hamiltons to consider applying to join the League) and as I said it would obviously be necessary to run the idea past our club committee. 
It was felt at this stage that an application to join the Mid Shropshire League would not be sufficiently well supported to guarantee a team for the coming season. However that said I would hope that this decision would not prohibit an application in the future.
Thanks for the approach and I look forward to  progressing this matter in the future. 
Kind regards, Steve Watton 
RECEIVED 24th January from Paul Beer, Senior Merit sponsor:
Good morning Malcolm - Thank you for reaching out regarding the Shropshire Vertidrain & Turf Services Ltd continuation of the sponsorship of the Mid Shropshire League Senior Merit.
I must admit the entries these past two years have increased dramatically which is great to see and getting back to what it once was.
We are very happy to continue supporting our beloved bowls and help out clubs that require our services.
To this end we wish to increase the sponsorship amount to £1750 and £25 for best run on finals day and hopefully we together will swell the entrants further.
Robbie is doing a fantastic job and we are happy to support him on the night. Celia, please invoice in March.
Best Regards, Paul Beer (Director)
7  Fixture Secretary’s report
Good evening everybody, this is one meeting when I do have something to report!
You’re probably eagerly awaiting this year’s fixtures to be created but, despite the deadline for resignations & applications having passed, there are still a couple of issues yet to be resolved and some decisions for you to make.
Friday Divisions
We potentially have 37 teams, two more than last year. We’ve lost Worfield from division 3, Horsehay relegated from the Prem into division 1 and we’ve had applications from Bowring and SJB to enter what will be their C teams in division 3. Thus we will (probably) have 13 in division 1 and 12 in divisions 2 & 3 made up from:
St Georges A and what was Horsehay A relegated from division 1 with Madeley A and SJB B promoted.
Newport C & Much Wenlock A relegated from division 2 with Bowring B & Edgmond A promoted.
This may change however due to circumstances out of our control…Teams can withdraw from the Premier up to their March meeting on the 17th and there’s a possibility that one might. If that happens they’ll offer the place to Horsehay so we'd end up with 12/12/12 and a different fixture grid.
If we do have 13 in division 1, we’ll have to start on Good Friday 3rd April with the last fixture 24th September and as Rob wants a Friday in May (8th this year) for the senior merit qualifying we’ll need to have a Wednesday fixture (the Prem has two, 24th June & 9th September, the latter so they can finish a week early and have their merit on the 25th). Divisions 2 & 3 can start a couple of weeks later and finish a week earlier (or any other combination you fancy, providing we can match the Premier fixtures which have already been published).
If we only have 12 in division 1, they too can start a couple of weeks later on the 17th April and finish on 18th September.
Any questions?
Which Wednesday if required?
Rob Burroughs said he had highlighted Wednesday 30th April as the Wednesday. 


	Division 1 - 13
	Division 2 -12
	Division 3 - 12

	Horsehay A
	St Georges A
	Newport C

	Sinclair A
	Horsehay B
	Much Wenlock A

	Newport A
	Wrock Wood B
	Donn Wood B

	Shifnal A
	Bridgnorth A
	Stockton

	Wrock Wood A
	Newport B
	Shifnal B

	Donn Wood A
	Sinclair B
	Maddocks A

	SJ Bayley A
	Broseley A
	Trench B

	Allscott Heath A
	Bylet A
	Bridgnorth B

	Bowring A
	Allscott Heath B
	Charlton A

	Trench A
	Albrighton A
	Chelmarsh A

	H U S C A
	Bowring B
	Bowring C

	Madeley C C A
	Edgmond A
	SJ Bayley C

	SJ Bayley B
	
	


Monday Divisions
Potentially 38 teams, which is the same as last year when we played 12/13/13. We’ve lost Highley from division 5 and had an application from Sinclair to enter a D team. Normal logic would suggest running 12/12/14 with Bowring C & Sinclair C relegated from div 4 and Donn Wood D & Much Wenlock B promoted then Charlton B & Bowring D relegated from div 5 and St Georges C & Newport E promoted.
However, this would mean div 6 requiring 26 fixture dates and of the 26 available from 6thApril to 28th September, 4 are bank holidays (although we played on May Day last year) and Rob has reserved 29th June for the Monday Merit qualifiers so we would require either 4 or 5 Wednesday matches and I’m aware that this caused problems last year.
We could therefore consider creating a new division 7 and running 10/10/9/9 which would only require 18 Mondays plus 4 bank holidays and the merit would leave 3 (or 4) which could be used for the Ashton cups rather than playing them on Wednesdays. 
What do you think?
· Matt Rhodes said I have to sell that to the team that they won’t move up a division. Could we play bank holidays? 
· Martin Gaut asked about making sure that there are no clashes with the Wem League for Trench on the cup dates. 
· Steve Anyon asked if we could go for it next season so we all knew where we stood? We might get a lot of pushback whatever decision we make. 
· Dave Evans said there will be a loss of match income from having less home games. 
· Adrian Smith said using bank holidays may mean a lot of fines for clubs who can’t fulfill a team.
· Steve Wall said how does it fit within league rules? Chris Hayward said we have to make a decision tonight regarding he structure so we need to vote on it. 
· A vote was taken and 6 clubs were for three division, 12 clubs for four divisions, and there were 3 abstentions.
	Division 4 - 12
	Division 5 - 12
	Division 6 - 14

	Newport D
	Bowring D
	Charlton B

	Allscott Heath C
	Sinclair C
	Bowring E

	Wrock Wood C
	Albrighton B
	Maddocks B

	Donn Wood C
	Edgmond B
	Bylet B

	SJ Bayley D
	Allscott Heath D
	Newport F

	St Georges B
	H U S C C
	Shifnal D

	Horsehay C
	SJ Bayley E
	Albrighton C

	Shifnal C
	Bridgnorth C
	Madeley CC D

	Trench C
	Horsehay C
	Edgmond C

	Broseley B
	Madeley CC C
	Much Wenlock C

	Donn Wood D
	St Georges C
	Allscott Heath F

	Much Wenlock B
	Newport E
	SJ Bayley F

	
	
	Allscott Heath E

	
	
	Sinclair D



	Division 4 - 10
	Division 5 - 10
	Division 6 - 9
	Division 7 - 9

	Allscott Heath C
	Albrighton B
	Bowring E
	Albrighton C

	Broseley B
	Allscott Heath D
	Bylet B
	Allscott Heath E

	Donn Wood C
	Bowring D
	Charlton B
	Allscott Heath F

	Horsehay C
	Bridgnorth C
	Horsehay C
	Edgmond C

	Newport D
	Donn Wood D
	Maddocks B
	Madeley CC D

	Shifnal C
	Edgmond B
	Madeley CC C
	Much Wenlock C

	SJ Bayley D
	H U S C C
	Newport E
	Shifnal D

	St Georges B
	Much Wenlock B
	Newport F
	Sinclair D

	Trench C
	Sinclair C
	St Georges C
	SJ Bayley F

	Wrock Wood C
	SJ Bayley E
	
	


Dennis Lewis Thursday League
We’ve lost 1 team (SJB B) and Horsehay have applied to enter a team. Gives a straightforward 13 teams (same as last year) requiring 26 dates with a bye. Fixtures would run from 2nd April to 24th September.
Any questions?
	Thursday - 13

	Allscott Heath

	Castlefields

	Charlton

	Horsehay

	Meole Brace

	Prince Hotel A

	Prince Hotel B

	Shifnal

	Sinclair

	SJ Bayley

	St. Georges

	Trench

	Wrock Wood


Afternoon League
Last year this had 9 teams but we’ve lost Edgmond B and had applications from Shifnal, Charlton & Bowring who want to enter a C team so that makes 11 which requires 22 fixture dates.
Missing the Seniors competitions on 16th July (Seniors merit qualifying), 6th August (Seniors Consolation Cup), 27th August (Seniors Cup fixtures) & 3rd Sept (Seniors Doubles qualifying) we could run all on Thursdays from 2nd April to 24th September. However, the Seniors will be using 20th August for their Merit finals, 10th September (cup semi-finals) & 17th September for their Doubles finals.
As in previous years, I could specify Tuesday matches on those weeks or leave them on Thursdays. If Tuesdays, I’m quite prepared for them to be actually played on the Thursdays if both teams agree. What would you prefer?
Steve Wall said we should use all Thursdays. All agreed.
	Afternoon - 11

	Albrighton Blue

	Albrighton Red

	Bowring A

	Bowring B

	Bowring C

	Charlton

	Donn Wood

	Edgmond

	Madeley CC

	Shifnal

	St Georges


Saturday League.
Of the 6 teams we had last year, we’ve lost Wrockwardine Wood due to a lack of players but have had applications from Bridgnorth & SJB. So that makes 7, requiring 14 Saturdays. There’s also the possibility that Charlton could take up the 8th place by entering a 2nd team. All agreed this could happen. 
Rob has scheduled a number of competitions on Saturdays which we need to avoid and there are also 3 bank holiday weekends which we perhaps should avoid as well (2 if we play Mayday weekend).
If we avoid the two May and August bank holiday weekends, we need to start on 11th April. If we play on those, we could start up to three weeks later. What would you prefer?
It gets a bit complicated if you’d rather start later (and I’m aware of one team that wants to) as due to competitions, there’s only one free Saturday in September (19th).
Play on bank holiday weekends and start later? If so 2 or 3?
It was agreed to start the Saturday Division on 25th April and play bank holidays. 
Avoid Dates:
2nd May	Bank holiday weekend
16th May	Over 60’s & Under 25
23rd May	Bank holiday weekend
6th June	Ladies Merit
27th June	Individual Merit Finals
22nd Aug	Mixed Doubles
29th August	Bank holiday weekend
5th Sept	League Handicap
12th Sept 	Junior Handicap
26th Sept	Beginners competition
	Saturday - 7

	Allscott Heath A

	Allscott Heath B

	Bridgnorth

	Charlton

	Shifnal A

	Shifnal B

	SJ Bayley


Finally, I’ve had a request from Albrighton to change the way their teams are named from the normal Albrighton A, B, C etc to (as one of their examples): Albrighton Harriers. They already have teams called “Red” and “Blue” in the afternoon league.
Is everybody happy with that? All agreed. If so, if any other club wants to do something similar, let me know by the 10th March.

8  Competition Secretary’s report
· The dates are now set. 
· There was one change from the original list with the League Handicap moving from 15th August to 5th September as I was unavailable. 
· The Ashton Cup & Shield Dates will change now there are spare Mondays, these will be sent out this week. 
· Any clubs who wish to use their green please let me know. 
· I will start asking clubs once the season starts for competitions as I’ll know what condition they are in by then. 
· Some have been sorted already. Under 18 Merit is at Donnington Wood, Dixon & Driscoll at St Georges, Under 25 and Over 60s at Wrockwardine Wood and League Handicap at Newport. 
9  Treasurer’s report – match fees to remain at 70p
There is £5,984 in the bank. I have spent £1200 as a deposit for the Presentation Dinner on Saturday 21st November. The match fees will remain at 70p.
10 Pre-season meeting for Club officials and captains
The date will be set at an officers meeting on Monday 16th March. The Chairman said the aim of this is to get new captains and officials together to go over the rules and some FAQs and look at behaviour after the issues we had last year.
11 Development Strategy
Malcolm had received reports from Albrighton, Maddocks, Edgmond, Charlton & Stockton. Please could clubs email him by Monday 16th March if they’ve made any changes to their constitution. Rob Burroughs said to email him if any issues before then. 
12 County Matters
* Chairman PS lamented a poor turnout of just 10, below quorum figure of 15!  
* Secretary DG had already dealt with 24 open comp applications and more – especially juniors – were in pipeline. Doubt over future of BCGBA Handbook over for this year as it is going ahead – clubs to be emailed for their orders.
* Treasurer MS said actual figures for 2025 were a small loss on main account and that comps had lost £931 after payment of BCGBA fees, which cannot continue. Finance committee had received 2 grant applications, having awarded £3,660 in 2025.
* Registrar MS - 284 new ones last year, up 7. There will be no new BCGBA cards now 
* Development Officer PW’s main focus early this year was junior registrations. Clubs with large u-18 memberships to receive charters for display and urged county to get strict on DBS’s for people working regularly with juniors in teams. County need to lead on this she said. Also working on Risk Assessment for clubs.
* 2026 county comps dates approved
* Midland Masters finals on Sept 13 or 19, Newport and Allscott Heath offering to host.
* PS reported he had become exasperated with the BCGBA. New CEO Dan Newton, on £32,000 a year, had done next to nothing and no county officers were getting any response from the governing body. New website had cost more than £60,000 and, 12 months on, there was still no sign of it. New registrations were down and disgruntled officers leaving – safeguarding chief Denise Noble going on March 31. County President SF and DG to compose and send a letter of complaint to BCGBA.
* BCGBA Motions – DG to attend on coming Saturday, but PS no longer involved in any way, on Board etc. Going to back National Advisory Council proposals. County men being canvassed about 15 minute away practice proposal (PASSED).
* AOB – Preston Brockhurst in real danger of folding and floodlights had already gone. President SF’s appeal money to go to Midlands Air Ambulance.
Report from SCGBA AGM
on Saturday 7 February 2026 at SJBC
* Out-going President SF appealed to clubs to encourage more qualified coaches and referees in their ranks, calling on county chiefs to use all greens in Shropshire, not just those in Telford and Shrewsbury
* 2027 AGM venue already booked – Tilstock Village Hall
* No contact with county comps sec MP so management to try again and work on a way to proceed in the coming season, Very much want Mike to carry on in the role . . .
* Honoraria for 2026 to rise by Sept CPI figure of 3.8%
*Most tidy up rule proposals passed, including doubling of fine for missing AGM to £20, despite Mike Mullock from Whitchurch protesting about financial burden on clubs
* MS to repeat her successful Zoom session for new club secs or those wanting refreshers
* Senior selectors re-elected, MSBL nomination Spencer Clarke replaced Steve Burmingham on junior panel but no veterans team selectors picked
*New County President Andy Jones (chairman of the Tanners League) with Roger Candlin (Oswestrey Lge sec) as deputy
8 Shropshire to nominate a British Deputy President for 2027 . . . 
13 Approval of the 2026 AGM minutes
The minutes were passed as a true record proposed by Charlton and seconded by Edgmond.
14 Any Other Business
Steve Wall asked could we review where we hold meetings as the bingo is quite loud. Celia Miles said we could hold it further down the other end. Martin Gaut said well done to Chris Hayward on his first meeting as Chairman. 
15 President / chairman to close the meeting
With no further business, the meeting was closed at 8.43 p.m.
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