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Minutes of the 2026 Annual General Meeting of the Mid Shropshire Bowling League on
Tuesday 27th January, 2026, at the Sir John Bayley Club, Wellington, Telford   (TF1 1QX), at 7.30pm
1  Chairman’s opening address – followed by Apologies & In Memoria
Good evening, Ladies & Gentlemen,
Well time flies when you’re having fun and to be honest even through some of the tough times during my 14 years as chairman there has not been a time where I felt that we were out of our depth and this is mainly due to the management and executive committees but especially the officers past and present, we are so lucky to have such dedicated people in those vital positions.
When I met Malcolm to talk to him about taking over from Dennis Lewis, even though I said I was willing to do it, it was still a daunting task to follow Dennis who was a great leader. The one thing that convinced me to take the roll was the officers but especially Malcolm, Celia and of course the font of all knowledge Jeff Hutchinson. To have him sat next to me for the first 6 months of my tenure ship was invaluable, just a thumbs up or a little whisper of encouragement was massive for me. 
As you all know from 14 other AGM speeches, I’m not the best speech writer mainly because I don’t like to be the centre of attention so want to get them over and done with ASAP. We do have a lot to do tonight with all the rule changes we have to go through, what a nice leaving present! But again, I give thanks to every single member who has attended the meetings, every officer past and present that have all contributed to running this great league. 
But before I finish, I have to thank one other person who was there for me during the tougher times just to talk about anything other than bowls was Marg Fletcher who always seemed to know when I needed that chat. I wish the next incumbent all the best, you are joining a great team and I’m sure you will have as much fun as I have had!
Thank you one and all 
Apologies: Doug Russell (Worfield), Mike & Linda Potter, Martin Gaut.
In Memoria: Dean Corbett (Sinclair), Kath Matthews & Barrie Lloyd (Allscott Heath), Bob Elcock (Wrockwardine Wood) & Bryan Morgan (Bowring)
2  Minutes of the 2025 AGM
These had been approved at the March Executive Meeting.
3  Matters arising
There were no matters arising. 
4  President’s Report
There was no report from the President.
5  General Secretary's Report
Good evening ladies and gentlemen.
I am not going to pretend that 2025 was the easiest of seasons. It was dogged by several niggling behaviour issues which we are determined to get a grip on this year, starting with a special pre-season meeting to ram home our Code of Conduct and rules to all clubs and especially their team captains. 
In the midst of those complaints, made by various clubs, came the bombshell of an appeal straight over our heads to the county association. The subsequent hearing caused a lot of extra work for your League officers and a trip to Bicton on a Sunday night for the chairman and fixture secretary.
The appeal against an executive committee decision failed but the hearing’s findings has led to some of the many rule change proposals you are facing later on tonight’s agenda. I am hopeful that this is the last thorough rules revision we will need to undertake for quite some time! 
On a more positive note when it comes to rules, we are determined as officers to follow through with the BCGBA’s five-year development plan - and we tried to get ahead of the game last spring by backing Pauline Wilson’s latest level 1 coaching course. We would like all our member clubs to have a qualified coach – and, thanks to course, which had its practical session at Shifnal, we have 5 more coaches! 
As the playing season progressed we inducted 3 more new Life Members, including our last serving County President and respected junior selector Brenda Slingo, who oversaw 1 of our 2 stunning Shropshire inter-league triumphs in 2025. Veterans captain Ian Evans masterminded the other!
My congratulations go to first time champions Sinclair who, I am delighted to report, had a great night celebrating at our successfully re-launched presentation dinner at The Shropshire in November along with 130 other people. When it comes to that function I think we are back on track!
I salute Edgmond for winning the Best Green in Shropshire title for the second year running – it certainly made the perfect setting for our Senior Merit finals, another of our comps that enjoyed a bigger entry figure.
Apart from winning back the Dave Ellis Shield, the Merit finals day was the highlight of the playing year for me and I offer sincere thanks to Shropshire Vertidrain & Turf Services Ltd for their continued backing, as well as huge thanks to long-time main League sponsors Molson Coors.
Thanks are also due to Phil Owen. His diligent research has helped us fill in many of the infuriating gaps in our Honours Board - and we now have a comprehensive list of officers who have served the League since 1932 which will soon be on the website. There’s more to come too, but if 1 of the rule change proposals is approved later, management committee meetings will be consigned to the history books from now on. 
Looking ahead, the early signs for the season are positive with applications already received from 3 new teams. We have a potential new chairman-in-waiting and a new big-name junior selector to nominate to help Brenda.
But we will need to appoint a new disciplinary panel chairman as Colin Rudrum wishes to stand down. He chaired 1 hearing in 9 years but was always ready to serve, so thank you Colin.
A couple of clubs have already made a start on reviewing their constitutions in line with the BCGBA development guidelines and a new strategy for clubs with juniors is on the way And boy is it needed with the boom in under-18 open competitions this year, many of them organised by Rob!
And finally, to end on a sad personal note, it would be remiss of me not to pay tribute to the man who has been a guiding light by my right hand for more than a decade, becoming a much valued and trusted friend.
Sean Round has served the League and its member clubs as chairman for 14 proud years with a confidence that blossomed in the wake of Covid. He had a mighty tough act to follow in Dennis Lewis, but Sean’s positivity, approachability, enduring fairness and desire to keep helping drive bowls in Mid Shropshire forward has earned the respect of everyone.   
It’s a real measure of the man that Sean has, thankfully, had a hand in talking to his potential successor to tell him what to expect. That fact alone tells you all you need to know about his commitment to the Lge. Sean, I salute you!
Thank you
6  Treasurer’s Report
Good evening. I have to admit that, since taking this post in 2010, these have been the most difficult annual League accounts to prepare, in fact a bit of nightmare.
The increase in the number of competitions has been a factor and I will be working closely with Rob in future years to get a better system in place so that I am updated during the season and not all at the end.
My biggest concern is the cost of trophies and engraving in 2025 with £500 spent on new ones. Once again the officers are looking at ways to make competitions more self financing – and fortunately there will be very few new trophies to buy this year!
Thankfully, this will be the last accounts when we have two annual presentations and seasonal prize monies paid out in the same year.
Those that regularly attend League meetings will know that we have been constantly warning that there would be a big loss on 2025 because of that fact but, given the prizes paid out, the deficit is not as bad as officers feared.
That being the case, and so that we can get a true picture of the actual seasonal cost of running the league and the balance it leaves to go forward – from £7,445.23 as of now – I propose that we leave match fees the same at 70p in all divisions across the board.
I am happy to answer any questions. Thank you
6  (a) Auditor’s Observations 
I have undertaken an independent financial review of the League's 2025 accounts and am happy to report that they give an accurate reflection of the League's financial affairs and situation for 2025.
Steve Anyon (ACIB)
7  Fixture Secretary’s Report
Good evening everybody. As far as I was concerned, 2025 all went pretty well with much better weather than the previous year. Hardly any matches were rained off. Congratulations to all the clubs that did well and commiserations to those not so fortunate.
Ten clubs had fines imposed for rule transgressions, mostly early in the season. Most concerned unregistered players but there was one instance of a rained off match not being rearranged within 28 days. 
As Malcolm mentioned, we also had the SCGBA appeal, the outcome of which has prompted a few minor rule changes. Do bear in mind one of those (to rule 7) will mean that ‘unticked’ players will be deemed to be unregistered and a fine will be imposed. In the past, I’ve simply ticked them for you. So make sure you get your ‘ticks’ in order!
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the following:
· My fellow league officers for continuing to ensure that the league runs smoothly.
· Mike Beckett for his help and support in maintaining the Results Service.
· All the club captains and secretaries who I’ve had dealings with over the last year. I’ve received over 800 emails and sent around 450 plus a few texts and Whatsapp messages.
Looking ahead to the 2026 season, I’m not going to speculate too much until we’re sure what the situation is regarding applications and resignations, the deadline being 48 hours before the March meeting (i.e the end of February). We gave a lot of thought last year about possible scenarios, most of which didn’t actually transpire.
What we do know however is as follows:
· Horsehay were relegated from the Premier League and our rules state that we must offer them a place in division 1. If they take it, we could have 13 teams in that division. That would require running the season from Friday 3rd April to Friday 25th September and one Wednesday fixture as Rob wants to run the one of the senior merit qualifiers on Friday 8th May.
· Horsehay have also asked about entering a third team on a Monday. As they’ve only got one green they suggested playing their home matches on a Wednesday but my fellow officers believe that this would be totally impractical.
· SJB would like to enter a team in the Saturday league. This would bring the total to 7.
· Today, Shifnal asked to enter a team in the Thursday afternoon league. Total teams would now be 10.
· Horsehay would like to enter a team in the Dennis Lewis Thursday league. This would bring the total to 14 although I’ve heard that there’s some doubt about SJB’s B team.
· The Monday divisions with more than 12 teams (divisions 5 & 6 last year) would have the same issue with extra Wednesday fixtures. Easter Monday is 6th April so they wouldn’t start until the 13th.
You’ll appreciate that I’m going to be busy just before, during and after the March Executive meeting and there are decisions that will have to be taken then. Therefore, I’d appreciate any more updates from clubs regarding new teams, teams dropping out, green changes, special requests and potential clashes with leagues other than the Premier, sooner rather than later. As in previous years, if I hear nothing from a club, I’ll assume that everything will be the same as last year but confirmation as soon as clubs are aware of their circumstances will help me. 
8  Competition Secretary’s Report
It’s been another successful season of competitions for the league, with four new competitions being all successful and hopefully these can be built on for this coming season. 
The Under 25 Merit proved to be another difficult year, with the competition having to be moved back a week due to lack of entries. It took place at Maddocks with 6 entries and Dan Corbett came out on top beating Logan Church 11 in the final. Particular thanks that night goes to Martin Gaut for starting the competition for me as I was working. 
The Dixon & Driscoll Doubles attracted one of the best entries for years with 33 pairs taking part at Newport. Sonya Lucas & Pete Grimston were the winners defeating the home pair of Phil Emery & Mark Selley 11 in the final. 
The Over 60s Merit was down on last year with 23 entries at the Bowring. On a very difficult green it was former Bowring player Roy Bradburn who won beating an excellent Ian Edwards in the final 21-17. 
The Shropshire Verti-Drain & Turf Services Senior Merit saw 88 enter, and the final take place at Edgmond in one of the best final 16 line ups our Merit has ever seen. It was Harry Church who won beating Kate Wainwright 8 in the final. 
June saw another four competitions ran. The Junior Day saw 15 Juniors take part on a hot day at Broseley. It was a double for Logan Church, beating Salvatori Farruggio 5 in the Under 18 Merit final, and Jamie Pritchard 14 in the Under 15 Merit final. 
The first ever Ladies Merit attracted 14 entries, a great start for a new competition. Viv Cooper beat Cheryl Caswell 19 in the final at a tough Sir John Bayley green. 
The Mixed Doubles had 18 entries, the most for a long time, on another tough quick green at Sinclair. Sian Skelton & Scott Harries went one better than last year by beating Sally & Jamie King in the final 21-9.
The Monday Night Merit was last night, with an incredible 65 entries, nearly double last year, taking part on four greens with a first ever finals day 16 to take place on Saturday 19th July. This was a great night at Albrighton, and was won by Martin Beddow, beating Lee Taylor 8 in the final.
The Fletcher Junior Doubles was won by Salvatore Farruggio and Harris Needham, coming back against Jack Cooke and Ellis Griffiths to win 20. 
The three new competitions were all huge successes. The Junior & Adult Doubles at Sir John Bayley attracted 20 pairs, and was played in a round robin. The main competition was won by Logan & Harry Church with Finley & Ian Pessall winning the consolation competition. 
The League Handicap at Bowring attracted 19 entries, and was won by Ben Delves who defeated Craig Christie in the final 15. The consolation was won by Lee Walmsley beating Matt Parton 17. 
The Junior Handicap at Bowring was played for by 14 juniors in two groups. Harry Grimston won the main competition, beating Logan Church 21-13 in the final, while the consolation was won by Dan Corbett, defeating Salvatore Farruggio 13. 
The Beginners Competition at Allscott Heath had a huge entry of 27, with Stuart Beddoes beating Owen Sheddon 18 in the final. The Consolation was won by Matt Parton defeating Tom Brittland 12. 
I would like to thank all those clubs who have hosted a competition this season, they have all done an excellent job in doing so. Thank you to all those who have ran a qualifier or started off a competition for me, including Martin Gaut and Malcolm Fletcher, and Greg Needham (twice!), Helen Clee, Louise Cotton, Michael Cooper, Chris Hayward, Cheryl Caswell, Sue & Mike Humphries and Denise Tonks. Without these people the qualifiers and finals day could not be run so I appreciate all their support, as well as all those who have measured and marked for me. A big thank you though to Brenda Slingo for her help in running the Junior and Beginner’s Competitions this season she has been a big help. 
Well done to all our winners this season. 
Looking at 2026, and the competition dates seem fine to confirm tonight. The only ones that may change are the Ashton Cup knockout rounds depending on the format of the Monday Night Divisions. 
I will start asking some clubs to host these competitions providing their green is in good condition, hopefully this more usual Winter weather has helped compared to last year’s. 
Again if there are any things that can be improved please just let me know, it will be interesting to see if a couple of rules change later but if they are voted in then that’s by the clubs and that will be what the majority of the clubs want. 
I wish you all the best for the forthcoming season and hopefully the weather plays ball! 
There were no issues with the dates, so all apart from the Ashton and Harris Cup dates are now finalised. The Thursday Night Merit could move if more teams enter or drop out. 
Any questions please let me know. 
9  Proposals for Rule Changes
Proposed by Hadley USC (seconded by Charlton) – PASSED  BY MAJORITY WITH 5 AGAINST
Management Rules – 12 Registration of Teams
Current Rule:
12. (c) Clubs wishing to withdraw a team from the League must notify the League Secretary not later than 48 hours before the March Executive meeting. Any team that withdraws after the March meeting will be fined the full matches fees due for that season.
Proposed Rule:
12. (c) Clubs wishing to withdraw a team from the League must notify the League Secretary no later than 48 hours before the March Executive meeting. Any team that withdraws after the March meeting will be fined £50.
* Proposed by Horsehay (seconded by Much Wenlock):
Competition Rules – Ashton Cup / Shield
Current Rule:
Players must then have played four Mid-Shropshire games before the quarter finals, six before the semi finals and eight before the final for that club.
Proposed Rule:
Players must then have played four Monday Mid-Shropshire games before the quarter finals, six before the semi finals and eight before the final for that club.
*Alternative to above, Proposed by League (Rob Burroughs) (PASSED 12 VOTES FOR, 10 VOTES FOR ABOVE PROPOSAL, 0 VOTES AGAINST)
Competition Rules – Ashton Cup / Shield
Current Rule:
Players must then have played four Mid-Shropshire games before the quarter finals, six before the semi finals and eight before the final for that club.
Proposed Rule:
Players must then have played four Mid-Shropshire games before the Quarter Finals, six before the Semi Finals and eight before the Final for that club. Half of these games must be played on a Monday night. 
Management Rules (ALL PASSED  BY MAJORITY)
Proposed Amendment to Rule 2 Officers:
2. The Officers shall be a President (serving for a maximum of 5 years from 2026), Chairman, Deputy Chairman, General Secretary, Minutes Secretary, Treasurer, Fixture Secretary, Competitions Secretary and Webmaster.
Proposed Amendment to Rule 4 Executive Committee:
4. The Executive Committee shall consist of delegates from each Club, together with Officers of the League. The Committee shall meet on the first Tuesday of March, April, July, October, November and December at 7.30pm and on other occasions as the League’s Officers deem necessary. 
Proposed Amendment to Rule 13 Honorary Members:
Life Members: 
13. The July Executive Committee shall receive nominations and then be empowered to award honorary Life Membership of the League to recognise outstanding service to the League or Crown Green Bowling. 
League Rules 
Proposed addition to Rule 4 & change to Rule 7 – Registration of Players (PASSED  BY MAJORITY)
4. (a) No player shall be eligible to play in a League or Cup match unless they have been registered on the registration page of the Mid Shropshire website by clubs 24 hours prior to the first match in which they play. 
4. (b) To complete their registration, all players must be ticked on the registration page of the Mid Shropshire website to indicate which of the leagues they are eligible to play in.
4. (c) Changes to club registered lists, or new member registrations, must be entered on the registration page of the website by clubs before the seasonal cut-off point, set by the Fixture Secretary at the March Executive meeting. Thereafter all changes can only be made via the Fixture Secretary.
4. (d) Any Club wishing to deregister a player after the seasonal cut-off point must inform the Fixture Secretary.
7. Any Club playing an unregistered or unticked player shall lose that game 21-0 and the Club shall be fined a sum of £10 for each instance. The player who was awarded the 21-0 win shall receive a 21-11 in their aggregates, unless their win was below 21-11, which would mean their win stands.
COMPLETE revamp of Rule 21 – Named Players (PASSED  BY MAJORITY)
21. (a) A Club with 2 teams - their first team shall name their best 6 players who may only play in the first team they will be one starred on the results system. 
A Club with 3 teams - their first team shall name their best 6 players who may only play in the first team they will be one starred on the results system and the second 4 may play in the first or second team and will be 2 starred. Their second team shall name their best 2 players who may play in the first or second team and will be 2 starred.
A Club with 4 teams - their first team shall name their best 6 players who may only play in the first team they will be one starred on the results system and the second 4 may play in the first or second team and will be 2 starred. Their second team shall name their best 2 players who may play in the first or second team and will be 2 starred and the next 6 players who may play in the first, second or third teams and will be three starred.
A Club with 5 teams - their first team shall name their best 6 players who may only play in the first team they will be one starred on the results system and the second 4 may play in the first or second team and will be 2 starred. Their second team shall name their best 2 players who may play in the first or second team and will be 2 starred and the next 6 players who may play in the first, second or third teams and will be three starred, and the remaining 2 may play in the first, second, third or fourth team and shall be 4 starred. Their third team shall name their best 4 players who may play in the first, second, third or fourth team and will be 4 starred.
A club with 6 teams - their first team shall name their best 6 players who may only play in the first team they will be one starred on the results system and the second 4 may play in the first or second team and will be 2 starred. Their second team shall name their best 2 players who may play in the first or second team and will be 2 starred and the next 6 players who may play in the first, second or third teams and will be three starred, and the remaining 2 may play in the first, second, third or fourth team and will be 4 starred. Their third team shall name their best 4 players who may play in the first, second, third or fourth team and will be 4 starred the remaining 6 players who may play in the first, second, third, fourth and fifth team and will be 5 starred. 
These named players must be seen to be playing on a regular basis for that team, or the team above, and may be changed under rule 21(f). 
21. (b) Clubs with two teams in the same division must list 8 players for each team. These 8 players must then play for that listed team unless a transfer is authorised by the Fixture Secretary in accordance with rule 21 (f), on evidence of previous individual results. 
21. (c) Clubs with teams in the Shropshire Premier League shall name their best 12 players who play in that league and these players will not be eligible to play in the Mid-Shropshire League on a Friday night for that club or any other club. These named players must be seen to be playing on a regular basis for that team, and shall only be changed on proof of loss of form.
21. (d) The list of named players must be entered on the results system at least 24 hours prior to the first fixture date of the season. Failure to adhere to this rule will result in a £10 fine. 
21. (e) Clubs should be proactive in checking their named players on a regular basis and informing the Fixture Secretary of any changes that may be required. 
21. (f) Clubs wishing to change their named players must E-mail the justification for the change to the Fixture Secretary stating the players concerned, along with their BCGBA number, 24 hours prior to the change taking place. 
21. (g) The League officers will monitor Rule 21 and make clubs change their Named Players. Any club playing an ineligible player (ie a Named Player in a lower team or Premier named player) shall lose their game 21-0 and the Club shall be fined £10 for each unregistered player. The player who was awarded the 21-0 win shall be awarded a 21-11 in their aggregates, unless their win was below 21-11, which would mean their win stands. 
21. (h) No player shall be permitted to play two matches in the Mid Shropshire League on the same night - except on Thursdays or Saturdays, providing one of the teams involved has a Thursday or Saturday team. 
21. (i) For any club with more than one team playing in the Mid Shropshire League or any other league on the same night, if any of their teams matches in the Mid Shropshire or any of those other leagues are cancelled, postponed or re-arranged – for whatever reason – and a player has already played for a team in his/her club on the original fixture date, they will be permitted to play for their club’s other team (s) whose fixture was originally cancelled, postponed or re-arranged on the night when that team’s fixture is re-scheduled.
League Rules (PASSED  BY MAJORITY)
FROM - 3. (b) The League positions will be decided on the highest number of points scored. If two or more teams finish on the same number of points the best aggregate will decide and if teams are still level the prize money is shared.
CHANGE TO - 3. (b) The League positions will be decided on the highest number of points scored. If two or more teams finish on the same number of points the best aggregate will decide and if teams are still level it goes on matches won, then games won, then head to head. 
FROM - 6. No player shall sign for more than one Club per season, but a player who has signed for one Club for which he/she has not played more than a total of four Monday or Friday games may apply to the League for approval of a transfer not later than the 30th June. Games played in the Thursday division will not count towards this total. A £5 administration fee will be charged to the Club the bowler is moving to.
CHANGE TO - 6. No player shall sign for more than one Club per season, but a player who has signed for one Club for which he/she has not played more than a total of four Monday or Friday games may apply to the League for approval of a transfer not later than the 30th June. Games played in divisions other than Monday or Friday will not count towards this total. A £5 administration fee will be charged to the Club the bowler is moving to.
FROM - 10(b) Where a match is abandoned due to a green becoming un-playable, players from the away team with games in progress at the time of abandonment shall be allowed 10 minutes practice prior to the re-start of games. Where remaining games have not been started, the home bowler only shall be allowed to practice.
CHANGE TO - 10(b) Where a match is abandoned due to a green becoming un-playable, players from the away team with games in progress at the time of abandonment shall be allowed 10 minutes practice prior to the re-start of games. Where remaining games have not been started, the home bowler only shall be allowed to practice. If any players, who were due to start their game, are not available for the re-arranged date, they can be replaced by a reserve who was registered and ticked for that league and able to play for that team in the Mid Shropshire League on the original date and has not already played in that match.
FROM - 14. Clubs must within seven days of the cancelled fixture, inform the Fixture Secretary by E-mail, of the re-arranged date. This date must be within 28 days of the cancelled fixture. Any outstanding fixture MUST be played before the last fixture of the season without exception. Where a game is not played within 28 days of the original fixture, either club may be fined £25, at the discretion of the executive or management committee. The game shall be played at a date, and where appropriate, venue as decided by the executive or management committee.
CHANGE TO - 14. Clubs must within seven days of the cancelled fixture, inform the Fixture Secretary by E-mail, of the re-arranged date. This date must be within 28 days of the cancelled fixture. Any outstanding fixture MUST be played before the last fixture of the season without exception, apart from the last fixture date when games must be played within 7 days. Where a game is not played within 28 (or 7 if the last fixture) days of the original fixture, either club may be fined £25, at the discretion of the executive or management committee. The game shall be played at a date, and where appropriate, venue as decided by the executive or management committee.
FROM - 15. If the start of a match is delayed because of inclement weather a decision to cancel the match shall not be made until 7.45pm, unless mutually agreed by both Captains. A decision by the groundsman of the home Club that a green is unfit to play before or at any stage of a match shall be final. Clubs must within seven days of the cancelled fixture, inform the Fixture Secretary by E-mail, of the re-arranged date. This date must be within 28 days of the cancelled fixture. Any outstanding fixture MUST be played before the last fixture of the season without exception. Where a game is not played within 28 days of the original fixture, either club may be fined £25, at the discretion of the executive or management committee. The game shall be played at a date, and where appropriate, venue as decided by the executive or m’ment committee.
CHANGE TO - 15. If the start of a match is delayed because of inclement weather a decision to cancel the match shall not be made until 7.45pm, unless mutually agreed by both Captains. A decision by the groundsman of the home Club that a green is unfit to play before or at any stage of a match shall be final. Clubs must within seven days of the cancelled fixture, inform the Fixture Secretary by E-mail, of the re-arranged date. This date must be within 28 days of the cancelled fixture. Any outstanding fixture MUST be played before the last fixture of the season without exception, apart from the last fixture date when games must be played within 7 days. Where a game is not played within 28 days (or 7 if the last fixture) of the original fixture, either club may be fined £25, at the discretion of the executive or management committee. The game shall be played at a date, and where appropriate, venue as decided by the executive or management committee.
Thursday Division
FROM - 4. The points scoring system will be: A bowler who scores 5 chalks will earn their team 1 point; scoring 10 will earn 2 points; scoring 15 will earn 3 points; scoring 20 will get a bowler 4 points; and getting to 21 to win the individual game will earn a player 5 points. (Therefore the most points a team can win from each fixture is 40 - ie 8 wins worth 5 points each) The team with the most points at the end of the season will be declared the champions.  
CHANGE TO - 4. The points scoring system will be: A bowler who scores 5 chalks will earn their team 1 point; scoring 10 will earn 2 points; scoring 15 will earn 3 points; scoring 20 will get a bowler 4 points; and getting to 21 to win the individual game will earn a player 5 points. (Therefore the most points a team can win from each fixture is 40 - ie 8 wins worth 5 points each) The team with the most points at the end of the season will be declared the champions. If this is level then it goes on aggregate, then games won and then matches won. 
Afternoon Division
FROM - 9. If a team fails to fulfil a fixture the match shall be awarded to their opponents and the score shall be 3 points with an aggregate of plus 30. An aggregate of 50 will be deducted from the offenders’ accrued divisional total. 
CHANGE TO - 9. If a team fails to fulfil a fixture the match shall be awarded to their opponents and the score shall be: 
If opponents home game, the home team be awarded their average points score in home games up to that date, with an aggregate of +60. An aggregate of 126 will be deducted from the offenders accrued divisional total.
If opponents away game, the away team be awarded their average points score in away games up to that date, with an aggregate of +60. An aggregate of 126 will be deducted from the offenders accrued divisional total. 
If the fixture in question is before teams have played four home or away fixtures, their average points score will be decided by the League’s officers.  
Saturday Division
FROM - 4. The points scoring system will be: A bowler or pairing that scores 5 chalks will earn their team 1 point; scoring 10 will earn 2 points; scoring 15 will earn 3 points; scoring 20 will get a bowler or pairing 4 points; and getting to 21 to win the individual game will earn a player or pairing 5 points. (Therefore the most points a team can win from each fixture is 30 - ie 6 wins worth 5 points each) The team with the most points at the end of the season will be declared the champions.
CHANGE TO - 4. The points scoring system will be: A bowler or pairing that scores 5 chalks will earn their team 1 point; scoring 10 will earn 2 points; scoring 15 will earn 3 points; scoring 20 will get a bowler or pairing 4 points; and getting to 21 to win the individual game will earn a player or pairing 5 points. (Therefore the most points a team can win from each fixture is 30 - ie 6 wins worth 5 points each) The team with the most points at the end of the season will be declared the champions. If this is level then it goes on aggregate, then games won and then matches won.
Management Rules
FROM – 10. (a) The Executive Committee shall at their March meeting settle all match fees, entry fees for competitions, prize money for divisions, competitions and individual aggregates. Prize money for competitions will be subject to the number of entries and this will be stated on all entry forms.
CHANGE TO – 10. (a) The Executive Committee shall at their March meeting settle all match fees and entry fees for competitions, prize money for divisions, competitions and individual aggregates. Prize money for competitions will be subject to the number of entries and this will be stated on all entry forms.
FROM – 10. (b) Prize money will be awarded in all divisions, and will be withheld if a team, due for promotion, refuses to accept for any other reason than green availability.
CHANGE TO – 10. (b) Prize money will be awarded in all divisions, and will be withheld if a team, due for promotion, refuses to accept for any other reason than green availability.
REMOVE - 10. (c) Any team unable to take promotion due to green unavailability will receive full prize money the first year. If the same team is due to receive prize money the next year, then the amount will be reduced by 50%. The same team will then revert to full prize money the following year.
10(c) Any team unable to take promotion due to green unavailability will receive full prize money the first year. If the same team is due to receive prize money the next year, then the amount will be reduced by 50%. The same team will then revert to full prize money the following year.
FROM - 10. (e) All prize money will be paid on Presentation Night to the winner or representative. Prize money not collected as above must be claimed on or before the Management Meeting following the presentation, after which it will be forfeited and returned to league funds.  
CHANGE TO – 10. (e) All prize money will be paid on Presentation Night to the winner or representative. Prize money not collected as above must be claimed on or before the Management Meeting following the presentation, after which it will be forfeited and returned to league funds.  
REMOVE - 10. (f) Any Player winning the individual aggregate prize in the same division and consecutively, and has won it playing for a team who declined promotion to a higher division for reasons other than green unavailability, shall forfeit their prize money every second year they win it consecutively;
10(f) Any Player winning the individual aggregate prize in the same division and consecutively, and has won it playing for a team who declined promotion to a higher division for reasons other than green unavailability, shall forfeit their prize money every second year they win it consecutively;
FROM - 10. (d) Withdrawal of any team from the League will be discussed and approved by the Management/Executive committee. Clubs will be expected to withdraw their lowest team from the Monday or Friday night divisions, unless they receive special permission from the Management/Executive committee.
CHANGE TO 10. (d) Withdrawal of any team from the League will be discussed and approved by the Management/Executive committee. Clubs will be expected to withdraw their lowest team from the Monday or Friday night divisions, unless they receive special permission from the M’ment/Executive committee.
Dixon and Driscoll Doubles (PASSED  BY MAJORITY)
Players who have played a specific number of games in the Premier League, determined at the March Meeting, shall not be eligible to play together, but can play with another eligible player.  
CHANGE TO - Players who have played a specific number of games in the Premier League, determined at the March Executive Meeting, shall not be eligible to play in this competition.  . 
Mixed Doubles (PASSED  BY MAJORITY)	
Players who have played a specific number of games in the Premier League, determined at the March Meeting, shall not be eligible to play together, but can play with another eligible player.  
CHANGE TO - Players who have played a specific number of games in the Premier League, determined at the March Executive Meeting, shall not be eligible to play in this competition.  
Harris Cup (PASSED  BY MAJORITY)
Premier League teams will all give 15 shots, plus one shot for their finishing position for the previous season i.e. the team finishing 1st shall give 15+14=29 shots, the team finishing 14th shall be given 15+1=16 shots. Any team relegated from the Premier League the previous season will start on scratch. The team who finish 1st in Division One shall start off scratch, finish 2nd shall start on +1 and so forth. Any non Premier League from outside the Mid Shropshire League shall start off scratch.  
CHANGE TO - Premier League teams will all give 15 shots, plus one shot for their finishing position for the previous season i.e. the team finishing 1st shall give 15+14=29 shots, the team finishing 14th shall be given 15+1=16 shots. Any team relegated from the Premier League the previous season will start on scratch. The team who finish 1st in Division One shall start off scratch, finish 2nd shall start on +2 and so forth. Any non Premier League from outside the Mid Shropshire League shall start off scratch.  
Ashton Cup (PASSED  BY MAJORITY) 
Clubs are handicapped according to their league position the previous season. The team who finish 1st in Division Four shall start off scratch, finish 2nd shall start on +1 and so forth.  
CHANGE TO - Clubs are handicapped according to their league position the previous season. The team who finish 1st in Division Four shall start off scratch, finish 2nd shall start on +2 and so forth.  
Competition Rules (PASSED  BY MAJORITY)
New rule 9
9. Any player who does not turn up to a finals day, without a valid reason, will be banned from entering Mid Shropshire League Competitions for 12 months. 
10. Trophies must be returned to the Competition Secretary by the December Management Meeting at the latest.  
CHANGE TO - 10. Trophies must be returned to the Competition Secretary by the October Executive Meeting at the latest. Failure to do so may result in a £25 fine. 
Senior Merit
Players who have played a specific number of games in the Premier League at the time of entry, determined at the March Meeting, shall not be eligible to play.  
Players must have played either 6 games in the previous season or 2 games in the current season to be eligible to play by the date of the competition qualifier.  
CHANGE TO - Players who have played a specific number of games in the Premier League at the time of entry, determined at the March Executive Meeting, shall not be eligible to play.  
Players must have played either 6 games in the previous season or a set number of games, as decided at the March Executive Meeting, in the current season to be eligible to play by the date of the competition qualifier. 
Monday Night Merit 
Players must have either played 6 Monday Night games the season before or 2 Monday Night games this season to be eligible to play by the date of the competition qualifier.  
They must have also not played 6 Division 1 and/or Division 2 games the season before, or 3 Division 1 and/or Division 2 games this season by the date of the competition qualifier.  
CHANGE TO - Players must have either played 6 Monday Night games the season before or a set number of Monday Night games, as decided at the March Executive Meeting, in the current season to be eligible to play by the date of the competition qualifier.  
They must have also not played 6 Division 1 and/or Division 2 games the season before, or a set number of Division 1 and/or Division 2 games, as decided at the March Executive Meeting, in the current season by the date of the competition qualifier.  
Thursday Night Merit
Entry is open to all bowlers registered in the Mid Shropshire League who play in this division, having played at least four games in the current season to be eligible at the time of the competition date.
CHANGE TO - Entry is open to all bowlers registered in the Mid Shropshire League who play in this division, having played in at least half of the total games in the previous season, or a set number of games this season, as decided at the March Executive Meeting, to be eligible at the time of the competition date.
League Novices
This competition is open to all bowlers who have newly registered with the SCGBA within the last two seasons.
CHANGE TO - This competition is open to all bowlers who have newly registered with the SCGBA or had their first ever game within the last two seasons.
Junior Adult & Doubles
Junior bowlers must set the mark at all times. 
Harris Cup
However games can be played at least a week before the next round date if agreed by both clubs and the Competition Secretary is notified.  
CHANGE TO - However games can be played at least a week before the next round date (in the Harris Cup or Shield) if agreed by both clubs and the Competition Secretary is notified.  
Teams should be sent in order to the Competitions or General Secretary at least 48 hours prior to the final commencing.  
CHANGE TO - Teams should be sent in order to the Competitions or General Secretary at least 60 hours prior to the final commencing.  Failure to do so will result in a fine of £20. 
If a player plays for one team, they cannot play for another team in the competition.  
CHANGE TO - If a player plays for one team, they cannot play for another team in this competition or the Harris Shield.
Harris Shield  
Games shall be played on Wednesdays as set by the Competition Secretary at the March Executive Meeting. However games can be played at least a week before the date of the next round date if agreed by both clubs and the Competition Secretary is notified.  
CHANGE TO - Games shall be played on Wednesdays as set by the Competition Secretary at the March Executive Meeting. However games can be played at least a week before the date of the next round date (in the Ashton Cup or Shield) if agreed by both clubs and the Competition Secretary is notified.  
10 Honoraria for 2025 (confirmation of CPI of 3.8.% in October 2025 has been paid)
Honoraria was agreed to go up by CPI.
11 Election of Officers
Election of League Officers for 2026
Office					Post Holder			2026
President				Mike Potter			Mike Potter
Chairman				Sean Round			Chris Hayward
Vice-Chairman				Richard Simmonds		Richard Simmonds
General Secretary				Malcolm Fletcher			Malcolm Fletcher
Treasurer				Celia Miles			Celia Miles
Fixture Secretary				John Palmer		John Palmer
Competition Secretary			Robert Burroughs		Robert Burroughs 
Minutes Secretary			Robert Burroughs		Robert Burroughs
Webmaster				Robert Burroughs		Robert Burroughs
League Safeguarding Officer		Malcolm Fletcher		Malcolm Fletcher
Auditor					Steve Anyon		Steve Anyon
Dinner Organiser				Margaret Fletcher		Margaret Fletcher
All apart from Chairman were proposed en-bloc by Hadley USC and seconded by Charlton. 
Chris Hayward as Chairman was proposed by Malcolm Fletcher and seconded by Sean Round. 
Inter-League selectors
Junior team: Brenda Slingo & Spencer Clarke 
Senior team: Post vacant and competition not being played this year
Veteran team: Left in Abeyance 
COUNTY delegates - Martin Gaut & Malcolm Fletcher 
COUNTY youth selectors: Brenda, Slingo 
All apart from Veterans & Senior Team were proposed by Malcolm Fletcher and seconded by Rob Burroughs. 
12 Any Other Business
· Sponsorship of Senior Merit has been renewed and increased by Shropshire Verti-drain& Turf Services Ltd
· New secretary Bob Riley at Edgmond – details on Club Contacts on website
· New secretary Janet Good at Much Wenlock – details on Club Contacts on website
· New secretary Selina Larkin at Sinclair – details on Club Contacts on website
· John Lawrence stepping down as secretary of Donnington Wood – no successor yet
· County AGM – Saturday 7th February at SJBC, at 11am
· Orders for scorecards and captains books will be at taken at March meeting
· Confirmation of The Shropshire as venue and date of Saturday 21st November for presentation dinner as deposit required. AGREED
 
With no further business, the meeting was closed at 8.30 p.m. 
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